
Participants at Burning Man must bring all necessities to the desert: food, shelter, water, fuel, and basic first aid supplies. As you 

read these guidelines for responsible behavior, please keep in mind that you are responsible for yourself at all times, in every regard, as you approach, 

once you enter, and as you leave Black Rock City.  Above and beyond the provision for individual survival, everyone is requested to help ensure our 

collective survival by following very basic rules relating to public safety and community well being. Everyone is expected to abide by these 

standards. Community membership is a privilege. Violation of these requirements could result in ejection from the community.
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No cruising! Black Rock City is designed for pedestrians and 
bicycles. Except for public agencies, specially marked Black 
Rock City department service vehicle, and vehicles licensed 
by the Department of Mutant Vehicles, NO cars, motorcycles, 
motor-scooters, ATV's golf carts or go-carts are allowed to 
drive in our city or on the open playa around it. When entering 
and leaving Black Rock City, please observe posted speeds 
limits (5 mph; no dust) within city limits. Pedestrians and 
bicycles have the "right of way" over motor vehicles. 
Remember: the event ends Monday, and there is still no 
driving allowed on Sunday night. These simple rules will be 
strictly enforced. For more information see the Department of 
Mutant Vehicles section on page 7.

1: CARS#1

No trash receptacles are provided. Please take everything 
you bring to the event back home with you. Burning Man will 
provide only portable toilets that will be emptied on a 
regular basis. Do not empty trash or put anything other than 
human waste in the portable toilets. If you brought your own 
toilet, do not deposit your personal potty bags in the 
portable toilets. DO NOT use anything but 1-ply toilet paper 
in the potties-NO BABY WIPES!! Contribute to our long-term 
survival: Pack it in. Pack it out. You are responsible for the 
condition of your campsite and nearby public areas of Black 
Rock City. Clean up as you go! If you would like to donate 
usable lumber, see the guidelines on page 5. Do not deposit 
garbage in neighboring towns. See the Garbage Disposal 
section  on page 15 for information on nearby public 
landfills. Practice the 6 'R's: Rethink, Reduce, Reuse, 
Recycle, Respect & Restore.

2: LEAVE NO TRACE#2

You cannot buy or sell anything. Black Rock City is a place 
of sharing and free exchange within a gift economy. An 
exception is our Café, which sells espresso and a few other 
beverages as a public service. Ice is also sold at "Arctica" in 
Center Camp and our 3 and 9 o'clock plazas. To gift food to 
the public, you will need a Nevada State Health Division 
permit. See Commerce & Concessions on page 9.

3: COMMERCE#3

Safety is essential.  All structures must be 20 feet from any 
burn pit or barrel. Do not burn anything but wood and 
cardboard in these barrels; burning plastic and trash 
releases toxic fumes. Do not overfill the large "Burn Pyres" 
on the Esplanade. You must monitor what you burn so it 
does not fall out. You must bag and haul ash from anything 
burned. Aerial flares, rockets, explosives and fireworks are 
prohibited in Black Rock City and could result in a fine. 
Straw or hay bales are not allowed. Respect artwork. If 
artwork is to be burned, ONLY the artist who created it may 
ignite it. No fires of any kind are allowed on the unprotected 
playa surface. See Burn Scar Prevention on page 5.

5: FIRE GUIDELINES#5

Large-scale Sound Art Zones are located along the streets 
of 2 and 10 o'clock at the far ends of our settlement. Within 
the city the maximum power amplification is 300 watts, 
producing no more than 90 decibels at 20 feet. Be thoughtful 
of your neighbors. If a problem with sound levels continues 
after sufficient warning, the device or system will be disabled. 
Mutant Vehicles with sound systems must follow the same 
sound guidelines when driving in the city, approaching camps 
or art installations. See Noise Control on page 10 for more 
information.

6: SOUND#6

Burning Man is a no dog event. Do not show up with 
your dog at the Gate of Burning Man and expect to be 
admitted to the event. This restriction is for the 
well-being and safety of participants and their 
four-legged friends. For questions please contact 
dogs@burningman.com. For questions during the 
event, contact Playa Info in Center Camp.

7: DOGS#4

The possession of firearms including BB guns, 
air rifles, or paint ball guns within Black Rock 
City is prohibited.

10: FIREARMS#10

Burning Man does not promote or condone the 
use of illegal drugs. The use of such drugs in a 
physically challenging and hazardous environment 
can create a serious health risk. Underage drinking 
is forbidden by law. Sex acts are prohibited in the 
civic space of Black Rock city and in unrestricted 
public environments. Burning Man also supports 
your right to privacy as a resident of our community. 
See Law Enforcement on pages 12-13.

9: LAWS#6

Violation of these rules, or violent anti-social 
behavior, can result in revocation of your ticket 
and ejection from the event without refund. Our 
admission Gate will be open at 12:01 a.m. on 
Monday, August 31st. No one under 18 will be 
admitted without a parent or guardian. Participants 
are encouraged to purchase tickets ahead of time, 
prior to arriving at the event site. However, for 2009, 
tickets will be available at the Box Office of the 
event for $360 each. The Box Office accepts cash 
and credit cards only–no personal checks will be 
accepted. Will Call closes on Saturday, September 5, 
at 12:00 noon. 

8: TICKETS#5

The BLM will establish a buffer zone on the playa around 
Black Rock City. No camping is allowed in this area. The 
marked area immediately fronting our city is reserved for 
works of art. Do not drive or camp here. A specially marked 
area is reserved for Walk-in Camping. No automobile traffic or 
motorized vehicles are permitted inside this area.

4: PUBLIC BOUNDARIES#4

Portable toilets will be both provided and emptied regularly. Use these facilities only for their 
intended purpose - not for dumping garbage or your personal potty bags. Putting anything 
but human waste and one-ply toilet paper (2-ply is a BIG no-no) into the portable toilets 
makes pumping nearly impossible and threatens the survival of the Burning Man event. 
NO TAMPONS, TRASH OR HANDY WIPES in the portable toilets. THIS MEANS YOU!! Put 
the lid down when you're done - it helps keep odors under control. Do not dump grey 
water or bags from your personal "potty" in the portables rented for participant 
use: doing so will fill them up much faster than normal and result in nasty toilets 
for all. For tips on dealing conscientiously with your grey water, see the 
Preparation section of the Burning Man website. 2008 was a good potty 
year – HOWEVER we MUST be even better in 2009. Our toilet vendor 
works very hard to keep us all happy. Clean toilets are mandatory from 
a public health standpoint. Follow the guidelines above and you'll find 
the toilets cleaned frequently and efficiently. Please do not defecate 
on the playa; it is an illegal act and unpleasant mess for everyone, 
especially for those who restore the playa after the event. Again this
year, the remote banks of potties will have light beacons so that they
are easier to find in the late-night darkness of the playa. 

What to expect as you enter Black Rock City
THE GATE: 

If it wasn’t made by your body, don
,
t put it in the potty!

TOILETS:

 the playa so you don't hold up the participants behind you. 
 Everyone in your vehicle must have a ticket in hand when you 
 reach the Gate or your entire car will be turned around. You will
 be asked to show all tickets as soon as you turn off the highway. 

Buying a ticket or picking up a Will Call ticket? After you turn
 off the road to enter BRC, stay in the far right lane for the entrance 
 to the Will Call lot. Go to  the Box Office, get your tickets and then
 get in line. 

Your car will be searched at the Gate. Keep this in mind 
 when packing and the search will be faster and easier.

Thousands of people arrive in the first 12 hours of opening. 
 If you arrive during these peak hours, expect a long wait and
 prepare to be extra patient. If you want a smoother and faster 
 entry, consider arriving after the initial rush.

T E N  F U N D A M E N T A L ST H E



NOT allowed
through the gate
( i.e. what will
be confiscated) :

What  You Mus t  Bring :
o

o

o

o

o

Your ticket, photo ID and confirmation 
number for Will Call, or means to purchase
a ticket
1.5 gallons of water per person per day
(for drinking, showering, washing, and food 
preparation). Carry a bottle of water with
you at all times.
Enough food/beverage for your entire party
First-aid kit
Warm clothing for evenings – because this is
a desert at 4000 feet elevation!

We Strongly  Suggest You bring:
o

o

o

o

Shade structures, umbrellas, parasols, 
sheets; something to break the cruel 
midday sun.
A wide brim hat (a chinstrap is useful
in the wind)
A cooking stove if you expect to heat
food or liquid
A bicycle (mountain bikes or cruisers 
with balloon tires are best) which must 
be equipped with a light (for safe 
nighttime travel); a lock is strongly 
recommended. Tag your bike with your 
name, playa address, email address, 
and other contact info.

o

o

o

o

o

o

o

Tire repair kit, spare parts and extra
tubes for bikes
Portable shower with a drain system to 
collect grey water
Earplugs! (They're cheap! And, not every-
one is going to want to sleep when you do!)
Watertight protective bags (e.g. heavy 
zip-type) for cameras or electronic gear
Lotion / lip balm to treat cracked skin
Smokers: portable ashtrays (e.g. mint tin 
that doesn’t leak ashes, or film canister)
Costumes, musical instruments, props, 
banners, signs, and anything else you can 
think of that might make the experience 
more fun for you and your playa neighbors

o

o

o

o

o

o

o

An AM/FM radio so you can stay
informed and listen to BMIR radio
Camp marker (flag, flasher,
distinctive marking)
Particle/dust mask (dust storms 
are common)
12” tent stakes (high winds are 
likely; rebar is cheap and effective)
Plastic bottles or tennis balls to top 
and protect dangerous rebar stakes
Goggles to protect eyes in case of
dust storms
Extra set of car keys (keys are
easily lost and there is no
locksmith in Black Rock City!)

o

o

�

o

o

Bedding and shelter of some type – 
because the winds can exceed 75mph, 
and the midday temperatures can 
exceed 100º F
A good camp tent, suitable for storms, 
is recommended along with warm 
sleeping bags. Evening temperatures 
can be in the 40’s
Garbage bags
Fire extinguishers, to protect your 
camp and property and if you plan
to burn your art

o

�

o

o

Any required prescriptions,
contact lens supplies (disposables 
work great), or whatever else you 
need to maintain your health and 
comfort in a remote area with
no services
Flashlights and spare batteries 
(headlamps are useful) to be sure 
you can see and be seen at night
Common sense, an open mind, 
and a positive attitude

Things  Not To Bring :
Feathers of any kind, e.g. Boas (they shed, 
no matter what you do – try marabou instead)
Glass containers of any kind
Excess packaging from food and other 
purchased items (for example, remove outer box 
from cereals and just bring the inner bag)
Loose glitter
Nuts in their shells

Too much fresh produce – many melons end 
up as stinky, messy trash to haul home at the 
end of the week
Styrofoam coolers (they don’t hold up and
will break into a million bits)
Gravel (makes for nasty time-consuming MOOP*)
Straw or hay bales (messy messy messy)
Explosives, aerial flares, rockets

Firearms of any kind – including
BB guns, air rifles or paint ball guns
Large public swimming pools or 
public showers.
While at the event, for safety reasons, 
please do not bring bikes, chairs, and
large coolers to the larger burns.

Firearms of any kind - including BB guns, 
air rifles, or paint ball guns
Mutant Vehicles that were not 
pre-registered with the DMV
Motorcycles that are not a particpant’s 
primary mode of transportation to BRC

x

x

x

Plants, living or dead, and anything that
will break up and/or blow away in the wind 
(plants, trees, twigs, loose paper, palm 
fronds, etc.) 
Explosives, aerial flares, rockets

x

x

*MOOP = Matter Out Of Place



Waste Reduction & Recycle Resolutions

Never let it hit the ground.

NEVER
Let it Hit the Ground
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10.
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TOP 1 1  MOOP
AVOIDANCE TIPS
MOOP -> -> Matter Out Of Place

Ensure Our Long Term  Survival
Important Reminders for 2009:

LEAVE NO TRACE PLANNING



Playa Protection And Public PyresBURNING:

DIGGING HOLES Got Wood?

OUR ONGOING MISSION IS TO LEAVE
ZERO (0) BURN SCARS ON THE PLAYA.



Just like Mutant Vehicles, airplanes provide art resources such as aerial photography, performance art, and 
basic transportation. Also, like Mutant Vehicles, outside regulations and playa rules must be followed to create 
a safe and considerate aviation community. All pilots, including ultralight pilots, must receive a briefing at the 
event covering overflight rules, areas that are off-limits (e.g. all Black Rock Desert hot springs), general 
guidelines, and safety. Pilots who do not attend a briefing will not be allowed to fly locally. This will be 
stringently enforced. Landing restrictions begin before the start of the event on Friday, August 28nd, 2009. 
The first stop for information is: www.burningman.com/on_ the_playa/airport.  If you have more questions, 
email airport@burningman.com well before the event.
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A Note From Our Friends at B.E.D.
Black Rock City can be an erotically charged 
environment. We want to help prevent sexual 
harassment and assault while ensuring that 
sex-positive free expression thrives! It is 
imperative to know and express your own 
sexual boundaries and to ask about and 
respect your partners’ boundaries. As the 
Bureau of Erotic Discourse (B.E.D.) reminds 
us: Silence is not consent. Communication
is the best lubricant! To find out more, get 
in B.E.D. at www.bureauoferoticdiscourse.org.

FLAME EFFECTS can be impressive and 
pleasing to interact with but can also present 
challenges. The artist must be aware of the use of 
materials such as proper fittings and fuel lines 
that are rated for the fuels and pressures used, 
i.e. propane hose for propane fueled effects. The 
artist must also create a safety plan specific to 
the piece as well as provide sufficient and proper 
fire extinguishers and be proficient in their use. 
The placement of fire art on the open playa 
comes with the added responsibility of protecting 
fuel sources from vehicle traffic.

OPEN FIRE:  Burn Scars on the Playa
Burning anything directly on the surface of the playa 
will create burn scars, which are patches of discol-
ored, hardened playa sediment, caused by the heat 
and smoke of carelessly constructed bonfires. They 
are difficult to clean up and take years to recover. 
Burn scars are one of the issues that the Bureau of 
Land Management (BLM) watches closely in their 
role as stewards of public land.

Burning Man's ability to return to the Black Rock 
Desert year after year is directly dependent upon our 
ability to Leave No Trace. This includes burn scars. 
It is your responsibility as a citizen of Black Rock City 
to Leave No Trace during your time here.

THE CHALLENGE
You as the artist have two choices in burning your art:

1. MOVE IT:  The first is the simplest: you can either 
disassemble or carry your artwork and place it in one 
of the community burn platforms that are placed at 
the terminus of the radial streets. The artwork can 
also be burned on the Man's platform AFTER the 
Man has fallen.

2. BURN IT IN PLACE:  On the playa you have a 
number of options available to protect the playa from 
direct and radiant heat to prevent Burn Scars. With 
some clever thinking, preparation and intelligent use 
of materials, this can be made to fit in with the 
aesthetics of the installation.

In 2008 our Black Rock Ranger Headquarters and main Medical Station relocated 
to the Esplanade frontage of Center Camp. In the 3 and 9 o'clock plazas, The Ranger 
Outposts and Medical Stations are on "C" street, just behind the plazas. We've 
adjusted the plazas to give these essential service locations continued high visibility.

All flames that are automated, switched, pres- 
surized or having any action other than simply 
being lit on fire, as well as projects using propane 
or liquid fuels.

Art installations, when fully engulfed in flames, 
usually produce a tremendous amount of heat, 
require a Burn Shield Platform and safety 
perimeter, and may or may not require
Ranger support.

Whichever definition of fire you decide to utilize  
within your art installation, it is required that you 
conform to the guidelines and understand the 
responsibilities that have been established for 
Fire Art. Responsibility includes knowledge 
that fire which will be utilized within an art 
installation will not endanger participants,
art crew or members of the Performance 
Safety Team, the sub-department within
the Art Department. 

For public safety reasons, art installations utilizing 
Open Fire, Flame Effects and/or Pyrotechnics, 
require approval in the form of a laminate 
(license). The Performance Safety Team will issue 
the appropriate laminate once the artwork has 
been approved in Black Rock City. But to make 
sure that your fire art installation is following the 
safety procedure, please read the guidelines and 
fill out the art questionnaire which is located: 
www.burningman.com/installations/creating_
dangerous_art.html. The multi-step process for 
approval is not to bog you down, but to insure 
that all safety regulations have been met. 

FLAME EFFECTS DEFINITION:

OPEN FIRE DEFINITION:

Large, seated, street-legal “Vespa” type 
scooters, like motorcycles, are not 
allowed to drive in our pedestrian and 
bicycle city. Small motorized scooters 
(two-wheeled, lightweight, standup, 
small, no-seat, off-street type) and 
go-peds are allowed in Black Rock 
City but they are subject to the same 
rules as any other motorized vehicles 
— drive 5 MPH and have front and rear 
lights at night. BLM Rangers will issue 
citations for non-compliance.

If you or someone you know (or encounter) requires medical 
assistance, contact an Emergency Services Department 
volunteer or a Black Rock Ranger, or visit our Medical Clinic 
in Center Camp or at the Emergency Services Stations 
behind the Civic Plazas located at 3 and 9 o'clock. Trained 
emergency medical personnel are on duty 24 hours a day and emergency 
evacuation is available. According to our medical staff, the most common 
problems are dehydration and lacerations from stepping or tripping on 
unprotected rebar or tent stakes. Please avoid injury and act responsibly. If 
you are looking for your friend whom you suspect may have been injured 
and medi-vac'd from Black Rock City, go to Playa Info for more information.While Black Rock City is built on principles of 

community and cooperation, that doesn't mean 
citizens are protected from the actions of those with 

bad intentions. Maintain awareness of your 
personal safety at the event. Secure your valuables 

when away from camp. Introduce yourself to 
neighbors and your local Black Rock Rangers. Work 

together to keep your neighborhood secure. Let 
someone know where you’re going if you wander 

off alone or with a new friend, and be sure to check 
in frequently. Make new friends, but be alert to the 

actions of those you meet. Be cautious about 
accepting drinks in open containers from strangers. 
Most importantly, use and trust your best instincts.

Burning Man DOES NOT provide water. You must 
bring your own. Large public pools and showers 
will not be permitted. Water for private use that 
entails full body contact or consumption must be 
"potable" and come from Nevada State Health 
Division approved water sources.  If you have
any questions, contact the Nevada State Health 
Division: (775) 687-7548.



Fuel and Hazardous Materials Storage
All participants using combustible fuels in an art 
installation or storing fuel in camp must comply with 
the following practices for storing and handling these 
materials:

Storage of Compressed and Liquefied Gases
(CO2, oxygen,  propane, nitrogen, etc.)
• All gas cylinders must be secured in an upright
 position to prevent tipping.
• All cylinder valve caps must remain on the assem-
 blies unless in use with plumbing or regulator set.
• Main shut off valve (Key Valve) must be marked.

Storage of Liquid Fuels
(gasoline, kerosene, diesel, and white gas)
• 20 gallons or more of flammable liquid must be 
 kept within a secondary containment area, such
 as a petroleum resistant tarp rolled up to act as 
 a berm.
• A supply of cat litter or other fuel absorbent material 
 must be kept on hand near any spills basin.
• All liquid fuel containers must be clearly labeled. 
 Original labels are preferred.
• Liquid fuel containers in camping areas require a 
 30 ft. safety perimeter, and unobstructed access
 for ESD vehicles in case of fire.

Note: A petroleum, flammable liquid fire burns 
at the surface of the material. Water will spread 
the flaming liquid over a wider area, vaporizing it 
rapidly, spreading the fire. To put out such a fire, 
cut off its air supply or interrupt its chemical 
chain reaction using carbon dioxide (CO2) or 
dry chemical powder. Both are effective, but dry 
chemical is best for outdoor use; it's not subject 
to wind, has a longer range, and can extinguish 
pressurized leaks of gas and liquid. For good 
all-around fire protection, use an ABC or 
all-class fire extinguisher.

• The Emergency Services Department (ESD)
 must be notified of large fuel storage and 
 location of acetylene cylinders.
• Acetylene cylinders should not be stored in a 
 horizontal position and must be separated 
 from oxygen cylinders by 20 ft. unless 
 plumbed or on a cutting cart.
• Propane cylinders of 100 gallons or more are 
 NOT permitted within the city limits.
• Compressed flammable gases stored in 
 camping areas require a 30 ft. safety 
 perimeter, and unobstructed access for ESD 
 vehicles in case of fire.
• Signage stating "Flammable Fuel" must be 
 easily seen.
• A dry chemical fire extinguisher must be kept 
 visible near, but not on top of, the storage 
 location of any liquid fuel.

Additional questions about fuel storage should be
directed to: fuelsafety@burningman.com. For ESD 
questions email 911@burningman.com.

The DMV & MutantVehicles

• Store fuel away from running generators.
• Turn generators OFF before refueling.
• Use a pump when transferring fuel. Do not siphon 
 using your mouth. A mouth full of fuel could be 
 fatal. Wash hands after fueling.
• Keep all equipment in good condition. Watch for 
 leaks, deterioration, or damage.
• If fuel is spilled on clothing, move away from any 
 ignition source, and allow clothing to dry. Use 
 waterless soap for hands. If fuel should accidentally
 splash in eyes, use water to flush.
• Be aware of static electricity. Any spark can ignite 
 gasoline vapors. Always fill containers on the 
 ground, not in or on vehicles.
• Always use a bonding strap when transferring 
 flammables and combustibles between containers. 

Department of Mutant Vehicles (DMV)
Citizens of Black Rock City have an opportunity to 
participate in the Mutant Vehicle experiences, an 
important piece of the art and participation at Burning 
Man. The DMV licenses Mutant Vehicles for driving 
about BRC. All prospective Mutant Vehicles, and those 
who wish to apply for a disabled license, MUST 
pre-register with the DMV before the event. In order to 
be granted a license, Mutant Vehicles must meet certain 
criteria. In addition to being visually stimulating and 
participatory in nature, vehicles must be safe and 
owners must comply with community guidelines (no 
dust, 5 MPH, etc.). Depending on the license type, 
Mutant Vehicles may be operated either within Black 
Rock City or on the playa, and during the day or at night 
(which requires radical illumination). The DMV also works 
with the Flame Effects Team to inspect and license 
Mutant Vehicles which use flame effects. 

That said, Black Rock City is designed for pedestrians 
and bicycles. Non-mutated, recreational driving is 
prohibited; be prepared to drive your vehicle to your 
campsite and leave it parked there for the duration of 
your stay at the event. Vehicles driving without a proper 
permit may be fined and impounded or disabled by law 
enforcement or the Black Rock Rangers. Non-mutated 
vehicles intended for recreational driving, including 
motorcycles, large scooters, and ATVs, are not permitted 
in BRC and will be impounded at the gate. However,
if a motorcycle is your sole means of transportation to 
the event, you may enter the city and park it at your 
campsite. Wind- powered vehicles with a pivoting 
(non-fixed) mast and a standing operator are allowed
to move within BRC.  All other types of wind- powered 
vehicles are not allowed within the city but may operate 
at the Black Rock Airport. Look for the airport on the 
BRC map. 

Vehicle Integrity & Mechanical Characteristics:
To be licensed, your Mutant Vehicle must meet 
certain standards of structural and mechanical 
integrity. This safety standard applies to all Mutant 
Vehicles at all times. A violation of public safety 
could result in immediate eviction from the event.

Mutant Vehicles must have physical integrity:
• All fluids leaking from a vehicle must be caught 
 in a pan and disposed of properly.
• There must be rails for people to hold onto.
• The vehicle must be structurally safe for its 
 occupants.
• Vehicle body alterations should not pose a 
 physical danger to anyone.

Passenger Responsibilities:
• Do NOT board or exit from any
 moving vehicle.
• If the vehicle doesn’t look safe,
 don’t get on. Listen to your instincts.
• If you are feeling uncomfortable, you 
 have the right to safely leave the 
 vehicle upon request. 

Driver Responsibilities:
• Drive safely.
• Come to a complete stop before anyone 
 gets on or off the vehicle. Passengers 
 must be able to get on and off safely.
• Respect the speed limit (5 mph with 
 NO DUST). 
• Do not drive erratically (swerving; 
 stopping and starting quickly).
• Do not drive on pedestrian walkways; 
 see the BRC map for details.
• Make sure your BRC-DMV license is 
 properly displayed on the rear of your 
 vehicle.
• Pedestrians and bicycles always have 
 the right of way.
• Violation of these rules can result in 
 fines, impounding your vehicle, and/or 
 eviction from the event.
• Do not drive when visibility is obstructed 
 in “white out” conditions.

Mutant Vehicle participants (vehicle artists, 
operators, and passengers) must comply
with certain safety standards.

Fulfilling these requirements
is the responsibility of the
owner of the vehicle.

& Emergency Broadcast Information
BMIR 94.5 FM

Burning Man Information Radio (BMIR) is at 
94.5 FM, broadcasting critical travel, emer-
gency, and general information, 24-7. Get the 
REAL news, weather, events, and Black Rock 
City information. In case of emergency, tune 
into 94.5 FM. Stop in Center Camp at BMIR and 
record your events for broadcasting between 
12 p.m. and 4 p.m. daily. Tell the city what 
you're up to, live! 



Your Body  vs. The Elements

Survival in BlackRock CitySurvival in BlackRock City

Beating the Heat (and the Cold)
Make sure you bring some kind of shade for your camp and try to lay low during the 
hottest part of the day (save your strength for the night). Use sunscreen, sunglasses, a 
hat, and water. If you don't take a few basic steps to protect yourself, the desert's 
midday sun will cook you in no time. However, when the sun drops over the horizon, 
temperatures can quickly plummet fifty degrees. Overnight lows in the 40's can 
seem exceptionally cold after extensive daytime sun, so you'll want to bring warm 
clothing, and a good sleeping bag as well.

Storm cells, fed by rising thermals that stream upward from the 
surrounding mountains, may arise in the late afternoon or evening 
and bring high winds, lightning and (sometimes) rain into camp. 
Likewise, dust storms can prowl the playa in packs or sweep in a 
broadened front across the plain. Suddenly besetting us, they can 
produce instant white-outs. However, they are usually over quickly.

In The Event
of Rain:
 • DO NOT DRIVE your vehicle.
 You will become stuck!
 • Remain where you are.
 • Do not ride your bike. Carry your bike; 
    playa mud clogs it in a few feet.

––> Seek immediate shelter and 
stay there. (White-outs are why 
goggles are great!)
––> If you are caught outside of 
shelter during this condition, simply 
sit down; cover your face with your 
shirt and wait. Using a dust mask
is highly effective.

––> If you are in a vehicle, STOP and 
wait for the air to clear. You will not 
be able to see where you are going.

In White-out 
Conditions:

––> Be on alert for moving vehicles.



kids@burningman.com

DecorateYour BikeLock  Your  Bike!

Mark  Your Bike

Leave  No Trace

Happy Bicycling
at Burning Man

All participants are asked to light their bike
to avoid injury and damage.

Securing Your Camp



IN-AND-OUT POLICY 
AND SHUTTLE AVAILABILITY

Walk-in Camping

Participation



Freedom & the Media

Paiute Tribal Land 
& Pyramid Lake

•

•

•

•

Our Neighbors

RVs

Civic Plazas

PROTECTION OF ART







TRANSPORTATION

And EXODUS

SPECIAL NOTE ON EXODUS

SUGGESTIONS:

Nevada Highway 
Patrol Tips



OR . . .

WHERE DO I TAKE MY TRASH, 
RECYCLING & GREY WATER?
WHERE DO I TAKE MY TRASH, 
RECYCLING & GREY WATER?

GARBAGE  DISPOSAL  AFTER  THE  EVENT

OTHER PLACES TO TAKE YOUR TRASH :

OTHER PLACES TO TAKE 
YOUR RECYCLING:

WHERE TO TAKE YOUR
GREY WATER:



H O W  T O  G E T  T O  B U R N I N G  M A NH O W  T O  G E T  T O  B U R N I N G  M A N


